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Your resource for library happenings in Ventura County

Weekly Family Activities:
English Classes - Book Clubs
Early Literacy - Crafting - S.T.E.A.M.

OPERATION: READ!
Literacy Services to Incarcerated Youth
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Ventura County Library: Inspiring our
community to explore, discover, and connect.

Contemporary Lit Discussion
Lively discussions at Port Hueneme Library on contemporary literature titles including:

2/28 - The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer
and Annie Barrows
3/28 - China Dolls, by Lisa See
4/25 - A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik
Backman
5/23 - Run, by Ann Patchett

Tutors Wanted!

Sign up in the library or call to
participate. Space is limited.
Proudly sponsored by the Friends of
the Port Hueneme Library.

Since 1984, our mission is to help adults
improve reading and writing skills to have
a positive impact on their lives.
For more information about how you can
support literacy and make a difference in
someone’s life, call (805) 677-7160.

All events are free and open to the public.

Library Director’s Corner

Veterans Resources
Volunteers are available at E.P. Foster
Library to assist veterans with locating
services within our community.
The center provides access to local
resources, as well as books, movies,
and informative pamphlets.
For more info call (805) 648-2716

Intereste d in volunte ering?
For information, contact

Stephanie Harper at
stephanie.harper@ventura.org

Ventura County Library App
Access the Library with
our on-the-go App
Search “MYVCLIB”
Google Play
iTunes App
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Staff from the Ventura County Library, Ventura County Probation
Agency, and the Ventura County Office of Education met in summer
2018 and discussed the identified need for literacy tutoring for the
youth in the Ventura County Juvenile Detention facility. In the facility,
the reading ability of many of the youth is far below levels commensurate with their age. As a result, a three-way partnership between the
Ventura County Library, the Ventura County Probation Agency, and
the Ventura County Office of Education (“Operation READ!”) was
formed, and will be beneficial in getting the youth the reading instruction they need. This program is made possibe in large part due to the
support of the Ventura County Library Foundation (VCLF).
Through this literacy program, Library staff have been assisting Juvenile
Facility staff in providing reading materials that will interest the youth
and be appropriate, both in content and reading level. The reading
instruction has officially begun, and is provided by thoroughly vetted
volunteer Reading Coaches trained through the Library’s READ Literacy
Program.

The objective of the program is to help the youth in the Juvenile
Facility to improve their reading skills in order to succeed when they
are released. Without basic reading skills, finding work and pursuing
education will be difficult, if not impossible. Helping the Juvenile
Facility youth to improve their reading skills can contribute to keeping
some of them out of the criminal justice system in the future.
For more information on supporting VCLF see:
http://www.vclibraryfoundation.org/

For more information, call (805) 677-7150 or email
Library Director Nancy Schram at
nancy.schram@ventura.org
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Fiction Writing Workshop: Creating Your Own Stories
Thursdays from 5:30pm – 8pm, Ojai Library

Moderated by Doc Murdock, PhD, and Zoe Murdock, MS, MA, the group workshop
provides feedback to writers to help them learn how to use all of the tools and
techniques of fiction writing to create powerful stories. For more information, call
(805) 640-6865, or send an email to eemurdock@yahoo.com.
Ukulele Jam
Every 2nd and 4th Monday 7-10pm, E.P. Foster Library

Join folks of all ages and experience levels
to jam out on your Ukulele. Ukuleles are
available to checkout at the library.
Sierra Club Educational Series
Tuesday, March 12th 1-3 pm, E.P. Foster Library

Please join us as we learn about hiking,
camping and natural resources in and
around Ventura County. Presented by the
Ventura Sierra Club. See you in the Topping
Room!
2020 Census Workshop
Friday, March 15th 3-4pm, Ojai Library

All are invited to attend an informal
workshop at the Ojai Library to learn more
about this opportunity. The workshop will include a presentation of the variety of
jobs available, the qualifications required for 2020 Census work, and the method
for submitting your application.

RECURRING EVENTS
English Classes for Adults
Knitting & Fiber Arts Club
Mondays from 6:30 –7:30pm,
Ojai Library

Fiber Arts Club is a weekly drop-in
group for people interested in knitting,
crochet, and other fiber crafts. Call
the library at (805) 646-1639 for more
information!

Open Mic Night

Thursdays, 7:30pm – 9pm,
E.P. Foster Library

Open Mic night hosted
by Phil Taggart. Enjoy a
featured poet, then share
your own work with the
group.

Mondays & Wednesdays, 3–5pm,
Saticoy Library

Book Clubs

connect with other lifelong learners

Adult Book Discussion - Ojai

March 6th, at 7:30 pm
Buffalo for the Broken Heart,
by Dan O’Brien
April 3rd, at 7:30 pm
The Last Painting of Sara De Vos,
by Dominic Smith
May 1st, at 7:30 pm
There There,
by Tommy Orange

Adult Book Discussion - Hill Rd.
March 26th, at 6 pm
All the Light We Cannot See,
by Anthony Doerr
April 30th, at 6 pm
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine,
by Gail Honeyman
May 21st, at 6 pm
Where the Crawdads Sing,
by Delia Owens
Mystery Book Discussion - Pt. Hueneme
March 14th, at 2 pm
Burglars Can’t Be Choosers,
by Lawrence Block
April 11th, at 2 pm
Murder with Peacocks,
by Donna Andrews
May 9th, at 2 pm
Greenwich Killing Time,
by Kinky Friedman

Are you learning English and need an
informal way to kickstart your studies?
Trained Laubach Literacy Ventura County
volunteers teach weekly classes for
English language learners.

Shakespeare Salon

1st & 3rd Mondays, 7–9pm,
Ojai Library
Join in on a lively reading
and discussion with a group
of local Shakespeare fans
at the Ojai Library. This
group hosts readings and
discussions of classic plays.

Can’t make it to one of
these events? Check
out our online “No
Commitment” Reading
Society book club.
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All libraries will be closed:
May 27th - Memorial Day
Fresh Films & Shows

SPRING FAMILY FUN @ YOUR LIBRARY
NEW
TITLES
DAILY
Request Online + Pick up at your library!
Early Literacy Classes
Stories, Songs, & More!

New Titles: Adults

Browse over 35,000 more titles
online at vencolibrary.org

New Titles: Teens

Oak Park - Thursdays at 10:30 am
Oak View - Tuesdays at 1:15 & 4 pm
Ojai - Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Piru - Wednesdays at 3 pm
Pt. Hueneme - Mondays at 5:30 pm 		
Tuesdays at 10:30 am 		
Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Saticoy - Tuesdays at 10 am
Early Literacy Class is a great way to
introduce your child to early literacy and
the library. Join us every week for stories,
poems, music, movement, a simple craft &
fun! All classes are for children ages 0-5.

@vencolibrary

LEGO PLAY

STEAM Learning & Play
Saticoy - Tuesdays at 3 pm
E.P. Foster - Tuesdays at 3 pm 			
Saturdays at 10:30 am
Hill Rd. - Saturdays at 11 am
Oak Park - Saturdays at 1 pm
Build, Learn, and Play! Bring your
imagination and experiment with creative
designs. All ages are welcome.
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E.P. Foster - Wednesdays at 4 pm
Hill Rd. - Thursdays at 4 pm
Explore & discover concepts related to
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
& Math in fun and sometimes silly ways.
Join us each week as we explore making
stuff with the 3D printer, Legos, Little
Bits, or Squishy Circuits. See more special
STEAM events online.

Hands-on Gaming

Avenue - Saturdays at 10 am
Ojai - Fridays at 12 pm
Hill Rd. (Chess) - Mondays at 4 pm
Visit the library to play games
plugged or unplugged. From classic
board games like chess and checkers
to modern cooperative games like

CRAFTERNOON

Coloring, Crafting, & More!
Hill Rd. - Sundays at 11 am
Oak Park - Sundays and Mondays at 11 am
Oak View - Saturdays at 10:30 am
Ojai (Fiber Arts) at 2pm
Get your creative juices flowing with fun
arts, crafts, puzzles, and board games.
Supplies are provided.

Show us what you’re
reading! Take a photo
and tag us on Twitter!

eBooks Available

STEAM Workshops

GAME DAZE

New Titles: Children

Avenue - Mondays at 5:30 pm (Bilingual)
E.P. Foster - Tuesdays at 10:30 am
Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Fillmore - Wednesdays at 11 am
Hill Rd. - Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Meiners Oaks - Tuesdays at 10:30 am

TheNutcrackerandthefourRealms[PG]
Mid90s [R]
Bohemian Rhapsody [PG-13]

MAKER LABS

PAWS FOR READING
Build literacy confidence
with service dogs

E.P. Foster - Saturdays at 12 pm
Hill Rd. - Every 3rd Saturday at 12 pm
Meiners Oaks - Wednesdays at 1 pm
Ojai - Wednesdays & Thursdays at 3 pm
This program is for any child who is
learning to read, or who would enjoy
reading to a dog who loves to hear
stories! When children read aloud to
dogs they can feel more comfortable
because there is no pressure or fear of
getting it wrong. It is a safe place for
them to practice with a friendly and
non-judgmental partner.

For more info about our
free events see our full
online calendar filled with
hundreds more!
vencolibrary.org/calendar
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Connect with @vencolibrary
on social media
These days your library is never closed. Your
eLibrary is open 24/7 so you are never without
reading material. But do you know we are available
to you in other ways? In the age of social media
we have many opportunities to alert you to what
is happening in all of our branches, and in the
community.
Follow us on Instagram @vencolibrary. What is more
inspiring than pictures of kids and happy customers
enjoying their library? We like nothing more than
sharing pictures of #vclkids, early literacy classes,
and some of the amazing crafts the kids create.
Instagram is also a great way to get a look behind
the scenes at the people who make VCL special.
Twitter @vencolibrary is another way to keep up
with library news. We tweet to share what we are
doing as well as what we think is important to
Ventura County residents.
Our Facebook @VenturaCountyLibrary page is
frequently updated with events. There are author
talks, films, discussions, opera, book groups,
ukulele, craft, and fiber classes, and even family
games days. Follow us on Facebook and you will
always know what is happening in Ventura County
Libraries. We also post book lists, quotes, pictures of
kids in the libraries, and staff picks because we love
to share what we are reading and watching.

Ventura County Library

vencolibrary.org

Stay connected
@vencolibrary

All libraries will be closed:
May 27th - Memorial Day

