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SUBJECT:
Ventura County Library and Blanchard Community Library collaborate to use 3D printers to make PPE for medical professionals
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DATE:

Ongoing
Ventura County Library continues to provide services during the COVID-19 emergency while staff and patrons are sheltering at home. Ventura County Library has deployed its small fleet of 3D printers into the fight against the spread of Coronavirus and has teamed up with staff from the Blanchard Community Library and community partners to print and distribute face shields for medical workers. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention officially recommended that American Healthcare workers wear face coverings protecting the face, mouth, nose, and eyes to prevent the spread of the viral respiratory infection. The disease is spread through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks.
Justin Formanek, Adult Services Librarian, at Blanchard Community Library initiated the project. Utilizing existing Library 3D printers, filament, and an open source face shield design, they are helping STEMbassadors to make the face shields for hospital and medical workers.
STEMbassadors is a California-based non-profit dedicated to improving the way STEM technologies are integrated into schools. STEMbassadors have initiated a project redirecting their resources to producing PPE for hospital workers. 
“I have always believed that the primary goal of public libraries is to support and inform the communities we serve. Though our doors may be closed, we can still find a way to work together and use what resources we have to provide meaningful support. This is just one example.” Justin said.

When Ventura County Library staff discovered that other libraries around the country were assisting health care providers by creating shields and other equipment, we did not hesitate to offer assistance. 
Ventura County Library Director Nancy Schram says, “While not typically considered emergency services, libraries often step up in unexpected and very impactful ways during emergencies to help the communities they serve.   It’s only natural that we would want to be part of an effort to proactively assist those in need during these challenging times.”
“When Ventura County Library contacted us about lending 3D printers to allow us to increase the volume of face shields we can produce, we jumped at the chance. It is another example of how we can do more together than we can individually.” Stated Ned Branch, District Director of the Blanchard/Santa Paula Library District
This is not the first time Ventura County Library has collaborated with Blanchard Community Library. In 2019, the Ventura County Library launched a grant funded Mobile Library with regular stops in the Blanchard Library community including the Santa Paula Boys & Girls Club and the Agriculture Museum in Santa Paula. 
Public Libraries throughout the County are committed to providing resources and services to their communities during these unprecedented times. Many library services continue to be available. Those services include: eBooks and eAudiobooks, Streaming music in Hoopla, Storytimes on our YouTube channel, and Facebook Live storytimes. 

Ventura County Library:
Inspiring our community to explore, discover, and connect.

The Ventura County Library is available 24/7 at www.vencolibrary.org.
---

Blanchard Community Library
The Blanchard Community Library is available 24/7 at www.blanchardlibrary.org
---
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